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The time since May 25 has gone so quickly, 
and here we are again with the kick-off for another 
new season of summer soccer with the Strikers. 


We're certainly as ready as we can be and the boys are 
looking forward to the next seven months as national 
champions 

I've said many times that not every one has the 
opportunity in their footballing careers to be the national 
champions, so we should enjoy this time and also continue 
to play as a champion team 

Of course, our first game of the season tonight will 
really test us 

If anyone is entitled to be the ‘favourites’ for the 1997- 
98 season, then it's our opponents tonight - South 


} Melbourne 


Coach, Ange Postecoglou, has assembled an impressive 
array of talent and skills with his squad 


Players such as Goran Lozanovski and Jon Anastasiadis 
join the team along with the likes of Socceroo, Paul 
Trimboli, New Zealand international, Vaughan Coveney 
and Michael Curcija - all of whom add up, in my mind, to 
a very potent strike force 


The Strikers also play attacking football, and with the 


| likes of Brownie, the Cranney brothers, Nick Meredith and 


newcomer Andy Harper and Steve Laybutt lining up in 


} the feared yellow strip of the Strikers, tonight should be 
| an entertaining and attractive game. 


Our home support is very important to us. 

It not only gives us a boost as we hear your roar, but it 
reminds our opposition just who’s side you're on! So don't 
be backward in cheering us on. 

We're looking forward to a big season. If you're with 
us, every kick along the way, it will be an important 
contributing factor to our on-field performance. I hope 
you can join us not only tonight, but for our 12 other 
home games at Suncorp Stadium in our season as national 


champions. 


brisbanestrikers 


E-mail: farina 
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South Melb - Farina’s pick 


As reigning Ericsson Cup Champions the Brisbane Strikers will be the side 
every team wants to beat this season and their first up opponents South Melbourne 


will definitely be no exception. 


Every time the Strikers take to the 
field they can expect opposing sides 
to put in that extra bit of effort, 
endeavouring to be able to say they 
have defeated the champions. 


South Melbourne were one of the 
standout sides in the leaque last 


season and are sure to once again jf 


be among the front runners for the 
title 


They have bought well, in 
particular picking up several of the 
standout performers from the now 
defunct Collingwood Warriors. 


Indeed Frank Farina has said he 
believes given the depth of the squad 
South Melbourne now have, they 
should once again be one of the 
Strikers main threats for the title 


South Melbourne's captain, Paul Trimboli loses out to 
former Strikers’ stalwart, Danny Wright during the 
home fixture at Suncorp Stadium last season. Trimboli 
will again be their man to watch this season. 


In season 1996/97 they finished in third 
place or the ladder, just one spot adrift of the 
Strikers, after perhaps being the form team of 
the final round of fixtures. 


Then in the finals, they made light work of 
the previous season’s champions the 
Melbourne Knights, thumping them 4-1 in the 
first leg of their semifinal and then backing up 
to win the second match 3-0 


Recording a 7-1 aggregate victory over the 
then reigning champions illustrated for 
opposing coaches, what tremendous form they 
were in and there was little surprise when they 
defeated big guns Adelaide City in the knockout 
phase. 


Meanwhile the Strikers had defeated 
Sydney United on aggregate meaning South 
Melbourne would have one last hurdle to get 
over if they were to make the trip to Brisbane's 
Suncorp Stadium for the Ericsson Cup Grand 
Final. 


Of course history tells us that Sydney 
United won that match before losing to the 
Strikers the following week in the Grand Final. 
in front of a record crowd in Brisbane. 


South Melbourne will come to Brisbane 
determined to start their season on the right 
foot as they bid to go that step further this 
season to reach the Grand Final. 


They have a similar blend of youth and 
experience to the Strikers, combining several 
players who featured in Australia's World Youth 
team who played in Malaysia with a number 
of the biggest name's in the domestic game. 


In Paul Trimboli they have a playmaker 
extraordinaire, a man capable of 


handedly changing the shape of any | 
“Trimmers” had a fine season last 


note, then he is the one 
to keep under tight rein. 


a 
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O’Brien Leisure Services 


Official caterers for 
Suncorp Stadium 
and proud sponsors of the 
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Awards 
Introducing .. . 


1998 BRISBANE STRIKERS GALENDARS | 


ABC Printing proudly Supports the Brisbane Strikers 
FEATURING 


CHRISTMAS CARDS = BAY SERIES 
We have a range of Christmas cards available 
thal can be personalised with your company 


Jetail: 


PERSONALISED 


Have your 


company's calendars t 


ind ad 


g your own 


INFORMATION 


EASY TO READ For further information please contact our 


All school and 


a ABG PRINTING 
cee MILTON 4064 PO)BOX 1007 MilTO 
NE: (07) 3369 9133 FAX (07) 3365 


New Brisbane Strikers’ defender Stephen Laybutt is looking 
forward to waxing up his surfboard and hitting the coast. 


And the Lithgow-born stopper should have 
no shortage of surfing partners, with fellow 
Strikers Mark Battistin and Chay Hews among 
those who like to hit the surf at every 
opportunity. 

“'T'm going to have the surfboard sent up 
here soon,” Laybutt said with a sense of 
anticipation in his voice. 


Laybutt, 20, joined the Strikers from the 
Wollongong Wolves, helping the club fill the 
void left when Alan Hunter headed to Carlton 
in the off-season. 


After spending just over one season with 
the Wolves, Laybutt was in the market for a 
new club when Strikers assistant coach Peter 
Tokesi heard the defender was available. 


by Brent Read 
“I was looking for a move to get out of 
Wollongong,” he said. “I was offered a 10- 
day trial (with the Strikers) and on the eighth 
day they said they were keen to sign me.” 


Sydney United had also expressed an 
interest in the young defender but the lure of 
playing in Brisbane under Strikers legend Frank 
Farina was too good to turn down. 

On a player profile supplied by all the 
players, Laybutt unashamedly listed Farina as 
his favourite local player. 


“He's a legend,” Laybutt said of the Strikers 
player-coach. “You can have a lot of respect 
for him. 


“He's been there and done that. He's a 
good bloke as well. He's really down to earth.” 


With his future secure for at least the next 
two years, Laybutt can concentrate his energies 
on securing a place in the Olyroo squad 


alongside fellow Striker Kasey Wehrman. 


A former member of the AIS, Laybutt was 
part of the Olyroo squad until damaging the 
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medial ligament in his knee at the beginni 
of last season. : 


Ironically, Laybutt was selected ir 
Olyroos squad as a striker but was mo 

to the defence at Wollongong 
returned from the knee injury. 


Like fellow Strikers’ defender Be 
also started his NSL career as a 
Laybutt has found a home at the 


“I did my medial ligament 
game and Leta ete 
after that,” he said. : 
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Queensland’s frontline Bs | 
Tollenaere 
Season 1996/97 was the crowning qlory in the short but impressive history of t sake mar 
the Brisbane Strikers. The majority of last season's premiership winning side hav ia 7 


returned to the club with only Gary Phillips and Danny Wright (retired) and Alan 


Hunter (transferred to Carlton) missing from the squad 


strength more playing time 


deromy Harris - a valuable speedster who 
f 


f important goals 


Steve Laybutt - 20 year old recruit from 


Frank Farina lass was there forall Wollongong . 
‘ving for Frankie Brad Ditton 
eT S greatest prize 
ch prize Wayne Knipe 
Sen Sonen Sean Cranney f 


f the “Flying 


Glen Gwynne Andy ae 


Chay Hews the G Final he Andy Harper Farina, Andy is the 
elf as a star but diehard St st signing in the club's history. Captaining 
year he will bring experience and 


The best mix of music 
from the 60s, 7 
and today 


workhorse of the 
layer every coach 


r squad 


BRISBANE 693 


SWITCH TO 693°AM 
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The Strikers r 


wife Rebecc 


igri-La offers a comfortable and relaxing etting for Functions, Weddings | 
and School Formals. Specialising in Business Seminars and Trade SHOWS: | 
Outdoors or Indoor sts are served with an atmosphere of relaxation, 7 
S rea ly priced and the food of the highest quality - | 

O Iding and grounds will cater for all your needs - | 

all Valmae Stuckey 0419677681 ran appointment to view and talk | 


about 


1ew signing Andy I 


ate 


dt 


function 


edding 
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In more serious news it seems last season's 
injury woes have already returned with a 
number of the squad unavailable for the 
commencement of the Ericsson Cup season. 
Kasey Wehrman continues his lengthy 
from a serious leg injury incurred in 
ame before the World Youth Cup 
veral months ago. Chris Zorocich 
ss the first month of the season with an 

y and Troy Cranney, the man long 
be bulletproof due to his two season 
vithout an injury is also recovering 
kle complaint. However you should 
an take the field tonight. Finally 
es remain for Wayne Knipe, the 
© missed the Grand Final due to a 
misshap last season appears certain 
first few matches after undergoing 
peration 


rec 


ane’s premier garden spot. 


A Member of the 
Clem Jones Group 
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With an army of NSL clubs chasing prize signing Andy Harper 

in the off-season, it was opportunity that drew the former 
Marconi striker to Brisbane. . “= 
The opportunity to play with a young, 
ambitious club. The opportunity to play with 
last year’s grand final winners, The opportunity 
to become more involved in the media. And 


the opportunity to be coached and play 
alongside former team-mate Frank Farina. 


Despite overtures from Perth Glory and 
UTS Olympic, Harper signed a two year 
contract with the Strikers and declines to rule 
out extending his stay beyond that period 


“It depends on how things go,” the 200- 
game NSL veteran admits. “I've signed for two 
years. That will take me to 32 and there's still 
time after that.” 


Harper has been impressed with the 
Strikers set-up, regarding the club as the 
“market leaders” as far as off-field exploits are 
concerned 


C Zz 


by Brent Read 


On the field, Harper will be locked in a 
battle with Farina, last year’s equal leading 
scorer Rod Brown, the aggressive Andy 
Brayshaw and young Wayne Knipe for a 
starting position up front. 


Having recently returned from a playing 
stint in the Chinese second division, Harper's 
believes his fitness will be “no problem’. 


“I think Frank will rotate things,” Harper, 
30, said. “Wayne Knipe will be back on deck 
(soon) and Andy Brayshaw has been playing 
the pre-season games, 

“It might be a week-to-week competition.” 

Harper was contacted by his Chinese club 
while at Marconi last year and with 
undecided, took the opportunity 
eight-week guest stint in the fully | 
Chinese competition. 


With his Chinese 


hasn't given up hope of returning 
and helping the club towards 
season. 

After spending the last 
Marconi and taking his. 


3 Ar DEALERS 


n a fanastic 
1997 - 98 


2 to win! 


Key Contests. 


ucky Key, 
james will receive a 


Hyundai Strikers 


our Hyundai Strikers | 
xcel, it’s yours! 
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Keystar 


Keystar 
Hyundai 


Hyundal 
Caboolture 
5498 5800 


Pavillion 
Motors 
Booval 

3281 3339 


Perth Glory wanted 
him.,. UTS Olympie 
wanted him, but we 
signed him.... Frank 
Speare and Andy 
Harper smile at the 
press conference 
that announced 
Andy's decision 
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Jynor Social 


Cl Db SURF THE WEB 
Y, WITH THE STRIKERS 


tHY YPERLINK http://www.brisbanestrikers.com 
brisbanestrikers.com 


ar uy the Strikers’ Surfers’ t-shirt! 
il: HYPERLINK 
rikers@brisbanestrikers.com 


rs@brisbanestrikers.com 


INK mailto:farina@brisbanestrikers.com 
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The following Socceroos have 
been siruck by a lighting bolt 
from Thor. Do you know who 
they are? 

dne Icize 

broeib ritas 


x kram nchibso 


isirca rtsfoe 
argic eomor 


Join the Social Club if you 
would like: 
...a Strikers Rule! t-shirt 
...a Strikers mouse mat 
...to have your birthday 
party at Perry Park on a 
Strikers’ training night and 


meet the players 
...the chance to be 
Junior Thor 
and discounts on Strikers’ 
Coaching Clinics. 
Only $25. 
Call Strikers Marketing on 
3236 1888 for more info! 


‘WIN! WIN! WIN! 


| Tell us the name of Thor's hammer, for a 
| chance to win a Strikers Champions 
T-shirt. 

| Name: 


Postcode: 
'hor’s hammer is called... 


Send to Strikers Marketing, PO Box 1648, 
| Milton, 4064, by 15 October. 
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CRAIG BARNES 


00.A.$ 


Born: 

Where: 
Previous Club: 
Position: 
Nickname: 
Hobbies: 


6/4/80 
Brisbane 
Brisbane Lions 
Midfield 

‘Jimmy 

Fishing, Girlfriend 


i you had only $20 how would 


you spend it? 


A good feed 


Who would you most like to meet? 


Favourite Clothing: 


Bad Habits: 
On rainy days? 
School: 


Robbie Fowler 
Bonds Undies 
Eating with mouth open 
l watch TV 

hailer Park 


Most Memorable Game: 


Played against Chile 
with 45,000 spectators 


Career Ambitions: 


Favourite Car: 


Favourite Babe: 
Favourite Band: 
Sporting Heros: 


To play for the Strikers. 
Australia Seniors & OS 
Porsche 

Lisa 

Live 

Jane Flemming & 
Kieran Perkins 


1 am absolutely thrilled to have been offered 
a Coaching Position at the Queensland Academy 
of Sport. 


| have no reservations about the importance of the 
job at hand and I can assure you I will pursue excellence 
in every aspect the program offers. 


My introduction to the position meant a trip to 
Townsville and Bundaberg to identify talent available in 
the U/15 and U/16 State Titles. Never an easy task 
1q players as all you coaches out there will know. 
4n enormous wealth of talent available, 
pone out of a squad can come back and 
ast years U/14 and U/15’s state teams 

2nd respectively at the Nationals. It 
1g to see the outcome at this years 


hampionship: 


With XXXX Leaque games finishing so close to the 
itional Leaque and the National U/15 
finishing yesterday it has been difficult to 
t all players targeted at the same time. Within the 
eks a QAS squad should be finalised, 
oor will always be open for those that 
ter on or for those that do not 


With the World Cups (U/17 and U/20), 2 years 


vai he Olympics in 2000 demands on Athletes 
t will be expectations, but achievable if so 


and Supporters, we know the demands 
u will also be at a premium. I know all the coaches 
and players would like to thank you for that. 


On a lighter note, the Academy of Sport offers a 
ety of educational services, with a recent one on 
One of my players, who will remain 
“Is that were you 


elf r AE 
was quoted as saying, 


yourself 


13 13°00 


(flies you anywhere in Australia) 


ANSETTAUSTRALIA 


Welcome to the 1997/98 National 
Youth League. It promises to be a very 
exciting season after the drama here on 
May 25, 1997. 

They need to update the Thesaurus, so | 
could find the adjectives to describe the 
emotions one experienced throughout, 
because of the tension it starts with a headache, 
the rest? My only wish is that some of the 
QAS athletes playing today experience a 
similar occasion every player should now want 
to be a part of the next success. My goal, is to 
give these athletes some direction. | can help 
them with some experiences they will go 
through, the Academy will have enormous 
resources from Sports Science to Performance 
Enhancing Centres, Athlete Career Education 
and elite competition - the rest is up to the 
individual 

This year's QAS squad will have a lot of 
new faces as we build around a nucleus of 
previous scholarship holders, with the likes of 
Chris Day, Daniel Invincible and Shane 
Stefanutto leading the way. As mentioned 
earlier, we may take some time to get organised 
to my satisfaction, but the enthusiasm and 
commitment already displayed at training has 
been commendable and if that attitude remains 
we will be troublesome to many opposing 
teams. 


Today's game against UTS Olympic Colts 
will also display some of the best talent NSW: 


e 


Unlsport 
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has to offer. A win is obviously a part of our 
endeavour, but if each individual plays to the 
best of their ability it is all we can ask. 


I wish the boys the best of luck throughout 
the 1997/98 season. Make Frank Farina 
stand up and take notice and I will gladly give 
you a night off training to go and train with 
the Strikers. 


OUR QAS FRONTLINE 

Wade Baldwin 

Craig Barnes | 
Stephen Bland i 
Royce Brownlie 
Allan Cameron 
Francis Cosson 
Andrew Davidson 
Christopher Day 
Grant Dickens 
Duncan Easton 
Christopher Field 
Daniel Invincibile — 
Russell Miner 
Jade North 
Andrew Packer 
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| 
| ..now it’s time | = 
| 
| to get serious 
| for this season 
MAIL ORDERS WELCOME! 
Shop 1031, Lower level, 
Garden City Shopping Centre 
Logan Rd. Upper Mt Gravatt 
Ph: 07 3849 2517 - Fax: 07 3849 2518 
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CONGRATULATIONS!! 
| > Brisbane Strikers 


on your Ericsson 
Cup win.. 
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Rivers CafE Bar Penalty Strike 


Each week, three contestants will 
have a chance to win prizes in our 
Rivers CafE Bar Penalty Strike. 
ust read The Courier Mail and fill out 
the Strikers coupon appearing each home 
game, place it in the barrel at each 
entrance gate and three contestants will 
be drawn early in the first half to compete 
Contestants, with the aid of Thor 
(pictured in his new clobber), will kick ata 
prize board which includes dinner for 2 
at Rivers CafE Bar, dinner for 6 at Rivers 
CafE Bar, dinner for 2 at Marco’s 
Restaurant and Strikers merchandise 
n addition, each contestant in the half- 
time competition will receive a Hyundai 
Strikers Lucky Key with a chance to win 
a Hyundai Excel Sprint, courtesy of the 
Hyundai Metro Dealers, at the last home 
game of the season on 4 April. 


“! wouldn't be caught on the 
field in anything else.” 
Frank Farina 


| 


uhlsport 
FEEL THE PASSION 


Frank Farina Junior, Team Senior and Prisma Senior new season boots in all sizes. 
Available from all leading sporting retailers from January. 


with 


STRIKE SQUAD NES 


Vion 


Welcome Back 


Here we are again starting a new Ericsson 
Cup season at Suncorp Stadium. Who would 
have thought that it would be as Australian 
Champions. 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you 
to tonight's game against the South Melbourne 
Lakers and hope everyone has lots of energy 
to support the Strikers to the maximum. 


As most of you will have heard or read in 
the newspapers, Frank Farina has been telling 
his players that every team in the league will 
be out to beat the Strikers this year and that it 
is very important not to lose sight of the fact 
that we are all starting on equal footing. 


This is also true of the support we need 
for the players to feel that their efforts 
throughout this year are appreciated. 


The hard work really does begin tonight 
and does not finish until we host another Grand 
Final at our great stadium. 


So, please, let us all really get behind the 
team and start the season with a win. 


| look forward to seeing everyone during 
the season and having another successful year. 


New Threads 


Ithas been a pleasure to have been involved 
with the greatest team in the country for the 
last four seasons but the original costume made 
for me way back then was beginning to show 
its age (as | am). 


So, it was decided that I needed a new look 
‘o take us into the 21st Century. I hope all of 
the people who have been so supportive and 
Kind to me in the past will also see the great 
'Mprovement in my threads this year. : 


Quite a few of you had a sneak preview = 


last Saturday at the quiz night and many. 
commented on the great new costume. 


Maybe the fact that I have sparkly new bits 
will inspire many of you to outdo me with 
added colour and pizzazz during the coming 
season. Please try to wear the club colours to 
every game and really add to the already 
fantastic atmosphere. 


New Signings 

With two new signings and one prodigal 
son returning we need to come up with some 
new chants and songs to welcome the guys to 
Brisbane in the best possible way. 


| of course am referring to Andrew Harper, 
Steve Laybutt and our old mate Chris Zoricich. 


It really is great to see the players here 
and | ask everyone to get your thinking caps 
on and let’s make their time here at the Strikers 
the best period of their careers. 


Strike Squad Mark Il 


Some of the longer serving members of 
our now famous Strike Squad have moved to 
a more central position in the grand stand. 
We feel that this should help to spread the 
atmosphere out and encourage many of the 
quieter supporters to join in. 

Look and listen for the songs and 
coming from the centre and let's try and 
ordinate ourselves for the best F 


support. 
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STRIKERS SOCI 


CLUB NEWS — 


If you haven't already done so, you 
should join the Brisbane Strikers Social 
Club! 


All Social Club members have access to 
the Centreline Club after the games, with an 
opportunity to meet players at the after-match 
function 


Every home game, we'll be giving away a 
one-month Silver membership to a 
Healthworks Fitness Centre to a lucky Social 
Club member 


You also receive complimentary 
membership to the Perry Park licensed club 
It’s a great venue for small, large or corporate 
functions with audiovisual facilities and 
professional staff on-hand to cater for every 
function requirement. Social Club members 
are entitled to 10% discount on all function 
catering at Perry Park 


When Strikers’ away games are telecast 
on Optus Vision, you will be able to see them 
LIVE at Perry Park with a big screen, courtesy 
of our friends at SANYO. 


All adult Social Club members also receive 
a Hyundai Strikers Lucky Key towards the end 
of the season, with a chance to win a Hyundai 
Excel Sprint. courtesy of the Hyundai 
metropolitan dealers. 


Other Social Club benefits 
include... 

early offer on tickets for finals and 
internationals held at Suncorp Stadium for 
which we are responsible 

# free copy of all editions of our new 
Magazine, Thunderstruck 


ee 40% discount on any 3 or 6 month 
normal membership rate at any Healthworks 
Fitness Centre 


% 10% discount at Il Mondo, Kangaroo 
Point, on accommodation and meals (except 
for dinner on Friday and Saturday) 


sx 10% discount at Rivers Café Bar, 
Riverside Centre 

ve 10% discount at La Dolce Vita, Milton 

ze 10% discount on any catering by Oyster 
Blue Catering at Perry Park 


Social Club members also vote in the Social 
Club's Most Valuable Player Award at the end 


of the season 


Benefits for interstate 


members include... 

tickets to away matches and a home match; 
members outside southeast 
Queensland, a ticket to a home match 


and for 


Just give us a call in sufficient time so we 
can make the arrangements 

New members are welcome at any time, 
for details contact Strikers Marketing on 3236 
1888 


-Get your Season 
:Souvenir Guide 
-NOW! 


The definitive guide to the 
¢Strikers’ 1997-98 season is on 
eSale now from the 
*merchandise stands at gates 1 
¢and 2 and through Strikers 
eMarketing and other outlets for 
Siust... 


: $8.95 
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4996/1997 ERICSSON CUP FINAL TABLE 
PWD LF A Pte 


SYDNEY UNITED 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
ADELAIDE CITY 
MARCONI FAIRFIELD 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 26 11 


PERTH GLORY 
WEST ADELAIDE 
UTS OLYMPIC 
WOLLONGONG CITY 


8 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS26 7 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 26 8 

6 
2 


COLLINGWOOD 
CANBERRA COSMOS 


2617 ~«656lhlU4 OG? 8356 
26615 ~«62:~«C«9 55 0A 
26614 «6©«44¢«C«#B 39h 4G 
26 11 10 5 32 22 4 
26°12 #4 10 41 37 40 

6 9 3 32 39 
26 11 #5 10 48 41 38 
26610 3 18 39 51 33 
2068 «68 «610 «41 46 = «32 
26 8 10 42 48 32 

9 10 40 46 30 

6 12 33 41 30 
26 9 11 32 44 OF 
26 §. 19 30 6 1 


THIS WEEKS OTHER ERICSSON CUP MATCHES 


FRI 3 OCT 
SAT 4 OCT 
SAT 4 OCT 
SUN 5 OCT 
SUN 5 OCT 
SUN 5 OCT 


Newcastle V West Adelaide 
Canberra Cosmos V Sydney Utd 
Carlton SC V Perth Glory 

Melb Knights V Gippsland Falcons 
UTS Olympic V Marconi 

Adelaide V Wollongong City 


NEXT WEEKS ERICSSON CUP MATCHES 


FRI 10 OCT 

FRI 10 OCT 

SAT 11 OCT 
SUN 12 OCT 
SUN 12 OCT 
SUN 12 OCT 
SUN 12 OCT 


Sydney United V Carlton 
Wollongong City V STRIKERS 
Marconi V Canberra Cosmos 
Sth Melbourne V Melb Knights 
Perth Glory V Adelaide City 
Gippsland Falcons V Newcastle 
West Adelaide V UTS Olympic 


1996/1997 NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 
PW 


AUST. INST. SPORT 22 13 3 53 
SYDNEY UNITED 22 13 3 54 
MARCONI FAIRFIELD 22 13 4 40 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS22 14 7 
UTS OLYMPIC LON F 8 


WOLLONGONG CITY 22 8 
NSW INST. SPORT 2 9 
OAS 2 66 
SYDNEY UNITED COLTS22. 7 
MARGONI FIELD COLTS22 7 
ACT ACAD. SPORT a5 
UTSOLYMPICCOLTS 21 3 


LAST YEARS 
TOP 3 HOT SHOTS. 


David Zdrilic Syd Utd 


NONNANAN=HAAO 
Ct 


Ante Milicic Syd Utd 
Bobby Despotovski Perth 
Rod Brown Strikers 


Frank Farina Strikers 


A Pts 
23 45 
2 45 
20 44 
2 43 
42 38 
4930 
42 2 
M2 2B 
499 23 
46 23 
50 18 
6 


STRIKERS WEEKEND AWA 


Join us for theNewcastle V. Strikers match at Topper Stadium, 
Friday 28 November and then watch the SOCCEROOS V our Asian 
2? November in Melbourne. 

Prices include air fare (Brisbane - Newcastle- Melbourne - B 
accommodation for two nights, ground transfers and entry tickets to 
SOCIAL CLUB MEMBERS who book a place alo h 0 

Socceroos game with Frank in a corporate: 


23 @PHYUNOoAI 


The 
Brisbane Strikers 
preferred 
Health and 
Fitness Gym. 


135 Pring Street Hendra 
Ph: 3868 1992 


EITNECe 


1998 SOCCERTOYR 
Manchester Utd & English 
Premier League Tour. 
12-51 March includes games 
a: 

V Old Trafford 
V Wiitehart Lane 
Vv Wembley 
Places Strictly Limited to 
50 people 


Call. Mike Mulve 
0411858535. 


OF 35491144 


: Join the cre wd 


BP Pre-mateh and 
post-match of every 
Strikers gam 

Be Discuss the opposilion 
inalyse the resulls wilh 
he best Halian cuisine 
Fully licensed and we dk 
alicolfee lo 


en 7 days ‘il lak 
Deeks ‘il Midnight 
Be realfast / Lunch o 


Dinner 


@ La Dolce Vila ® 
0 Park Road Millon 
Ph: 3368 191 


From the outset let me highlight that 
this column's title is the brainchild of 
editor-in-chief Morris McGiffin. 
Thankfully, this alternative was adopted 
in favour of the initial label which was 
to be ‘Harping On’. ‘Up Front’ seems to 
carry with it far more noble 
connotations, or at least it is far less 
derogatory - after all, none of us, even 
our esteemed pollies, like to think that 
our carefully considered ruminations 
may seem to others as mere harping on. 
A change in title will not necessarily alter 
a message's content, but it can still set 
a particular tone. 


It has been a real pleasure linking up with 
the Strikers. A long path has been trekked 
since coach Farina (pictured) first canvassed 
me about a move north to the National 
Champions. It is hugely flattering to have a 
man of Frank's standing, pedigree and 
experience to be interested in procuring one’s 
services. Whilst circumstances contrived to 
delay the final arrangements, I feel absolutely 
positive about my move to Brisbane. 


And why not... the Brisbane Strikers have 
shown themselves to be one of the more 
progressive NSL. organisations. They, along 
with Perth Glory, move on the cutting edge of 
Australian soccer. Everyone involved in soccer 
is still aglow with the events of May 25, 1997 
and it is certainly hoped that Brisbane in 
general is as excited. The Grand Final success 
was the culmination of progress achieved by 
an organisation blessed with vision, 
commitment and genuine hope for the good 
of the game. Casting an eye over the recent 


history, the club readily reveals these 
Processions 


The move to Suncorp Stadium in various 
“yes moved Brisbane soccer onto a new level. 
It ‘as a bold move which brought immediate 
“\ecess. Having such a stadium as this provides 


@Puyunori 29 


awe Rare 


a. . ee \ 
the platform for, what we hope to be, dramatic, 
mainstream and widespread support. Similarly, 
the appointment of Frank as coach last year 
proved to be inspired. Moreover, it is another 
example of the club's dynamism because by 
installing Frank, a coaching rookie in every 
sense, the Strikers shed the frustratingly 
conservative penchant of NSL clubs in matters 
such as coaching appointments. We all eagerly 
wait to see which benchmark the Strikers next 
set. And while on this, people should realise 
that they can encourage administrative 
boldness by enthusiastic and committed 
support. With such, risks involved with 
innovations are lessened, After all, if there is 
something we all want, it is for soccer to be 
vibrant, prosperous and, as it were, happening. 
It is difficult to imagine this scenario without 
further innovation. Simply, we need it, and 
we are all responsible for this occurring or not! 


Welcome to all then, and I think I speak 
for all Strikers players in proclaiming collective 
hope that you'll return to our next game (along 
with more friends!!). Good luck to both teams 
whose members are probably reading this 
whilst simultaneously relaxing on the throne. 
Without wishing any vindictive sentiments, let's 
hope the Lakers’ hopes for tonight's game go 
down the s-bend along with their pre-match 
meal. 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 


1 

2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


Clint Bolton -Fo 
Glenn Gwynne 
Matthew Bell 
Chris Zoricich - o1 
Craig Williams 
Nick Meredith 
Frank Farina -Fs 
Sean Cranney - Fs 
Rod Brown - Fs 
Kasey Wehrman - ys 
Troy Cranney 
Mark Battistin 
Reece Tollenaere 
Wayne Knipe 
Andrew Brayshaw 
Chay Hews 
Jeromy Harris 
Stephen Laybutt 
Brad Ditton 
Graham Ross 
Andy Harper 


Coach - Frank Farina 


Legend: 


‘Michael Petkovic - Fys 

Steve losifidis 
Fausto De Amicis - Fs 
Nick Orlic 

Con Blatsis -o 

David Clarkson 
Steve Panopoulos 
Vaughan Coveny - o! 
Paul Trimboli - s (c) 
Michael Curcija -o 
Bill Damianos -o 
Con Boutsianis 
Jason Polak - Fs 
{Not Allocated) 

Goran Lozanovski - Fs 
Tansell Baser -o 
John Anastasiadis - Frys 
Robert Liparoti 
George Gouitzioulis 


Coach - Ange Postecoglou 


S - Socceroo, FS - Former Socceroo, O - Olyroo, FO - Former Olyroo, { 
YS - Young Socceroo, FYS - Former Young Socceroo, OI - Other International 
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HYUNDAI BRISBANE STRIKERS 1997/1998 Ericsson Cup Draw 


Rnd 1 
Rnd 2 
Rnd 3 
Rnd 4 
Rnd 5 
Rnd 6 
Rnd 7 
Rnd 8 
Rnd 9 
Rnd 10 
Rnd 11 
Rnd 12 
Rnd 13 
Rad 14 
Rnd 15 
Rad 16 
Rnd 17 
Rnd 18 
Rnd 19 
Rnd 20 
Rnd 21 
Rnd 22 
Rnd 23 
Rnd 24 
Rad 25 
Rnd 26 


Sat 04/10/97 
Fri 10/10/97 

Sat 18/10/97 
Fri 24/10/97 

Sat 01/11/97 
Sun 09/11/97 
Sat 15/11/97 
Sat 22/11/97 
Fri 28/11/97 

Sat 06/12/97 
Sat 13/12/97 
Sat 20/12/97 
Sun 28/12/97 
Sat 03/01/98 
Sun 11/01/98 
Sat 17/01/98 
Sun 25/01/98 
Sat 31/01/98 
Sat 21/02/98 
Sat 28/02/98 
Sat 07/03/98 
Sun 15/03/98 
Sat 21/03/98 
Sun 29/03/98 
Sat 04/04/98 
Sun 12/04/97 


Have a 


FREE! drink 


on us 


Strikers V South Melbourne 
Wollingong City V Strikers 
Strikers V Perth Glory 
Sydney United V Strikers 
Strikers V Carlton 

Adelaide City V Strikers 
Canberra Cosmos V Strikers 
Strikers V Melbourne Knights 
Newcastle Breakers V Strikers 
Strikers V UTS Olympic 
Marconi Fairfield V Strikers 
Strikers V West Adelaide 
Gippsland Falcons V Strikers 
Strikers V Gippsland Falcons 
South Melbourne V Strikers 
Strikers V Wollongong City 
Perth Glory V Strikers 
Strikers V Sydney United 
Carlton SC V Strikers 

Strikers V Adelaide City 
Strikers V Newcastle Breakers 
Melbourne Knights V Strikers 
Strikers V Canberra Cosmos 
UTS Olympic V Strikers 
Strikers V Marconi Fairfield 
West Adelaide V Strikers 


SUNCORP STADIUM 
Brandon Park 
SUNCORP STADIUM 
Parramatta Stadium 
SUNCORP STADIUM 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Seiffert Oval 
SUNCORP STADIUM 
Topper Stadium 
SUNCORP STADIUM 
Marconi Stadium 
SUNCORP STADIUM 
Falcons Park 
SUNCORP STADIUM 
Bob Jane Stadium 
SUNCORP STADIUM 
Perth Oval 
SUNCORP STADIUM 
Optus Oval 
SUNCORP STADIUM 
SUNCORP STADIUM 
Knights Stadium 
SUNCORP STADIUM 
Belmore Sport Ground 
SUNCORP STADIUM 
Hindmarsh Stadium 


writ ELECTRICITY 


KINSELA 


ELECTRICAL P/L 


+ Appliance tepairs 

* House wiring j 

* Commercial or domestic 

« Industrial installations & repairs 


Ph: 3205 3362 
23 Taedi Av. Eigaew 
Member of t 


7.00pm 
7.30pm 


7.00pm 
6.30pm 


STRIKERS 
EXCEL 
WITH STYLE. 


Congratulations 1997 Ericsson Cup Cham 


your major sponsors for the 1997/ pions. Hyundai is really proud to be : 


98 season. Keep up the excellent standards. 


@ HYUNDAI 


